jg                             DANGEROUS   THOUGHTS

Power to shape the future course of events so as to extend
benefits of advancing scientific knowledge for the satisfaction of
common human needs must be guided by an understanding of
the impact of science on human society. So the New Social
Contract demands a new orientation of educational values and
new qualifications for civic responsibilities. While,others call for
change in the methods of education and rightly demand removal
of restrictions to educational opportunities, scientific humanism
also asserts the need for a far-reaching reformation in the content
of education to endow the pursuit of knowledge with a new
sense of social relevance. The scientific humanist believes that
an educational reformation so conceived is an indispensable pre-
requisite to genuine social advance.

Herein lies an essential difference between the standpoint of
scientific humanism and current views of political partisans who
aspire to a progressive outlook. People who call themselves
progressives generally adopt one of two attitudes to education.
In so far as Liberals and moderate Socialists deign to trouble them-
selves about educational issues their concern is to utilize a more
ample reservoir of talent in the service of the community.
Socialists of the extreme Left are chiefly concerned with propa-
gating a creed which is partly based on the teaching of the
Prussian mystic Hegel and partly on a shrewd analysis of the
impact of early nineteenth-century technology on mid-nineteenth-
century social institutions. In practice such differences are trivial,
because so many people now believe that a war against the
dictator countries is inevitable. Education is therefore an effemi-
nate topic.

For several reasons I cannot share this conviction. There are
three possibilities ahead of us. The first a series of world wars,
resulting in the complete destruction of civilization as depicted
in Cicely Hamilton's novel, Lest Ye Die. The second is that
world war will come, but stop before civilization is completely
destroyed. The third is that hell will not be let loose, because
the warlike temper of the dictator countries will exhaust itself
or because an effective policy of constructive pacification will